On October 8th and 9th 2018, Ascend at the Aspen Institute partnered with the Bezos Family Foundation, the W. K.
Kellogg Foundation, and the Center for Native American Youth for the New Mexico Forum on Early Childhood
Development and Family-Wellbeing in Albuquerque, NM. The convening brought together over 110 leaders across
New Mexico to advance three goals: to inspire, provide a sense of ‘what is
possible,’ and build relationships among early childhood practitioners,
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• Policy & systems change
Dialogue throughout the convening demonstrated a strong desire among
leaders in New Mexico to build on existing momentum to radically improve
the lives of children and families. As the Yazzie/Martinez changes roll out, policymakers and practitioners in New
Mexico seek to continue to serve the indigenous people native to their communities, while partnering with or
learning from other organizations with an eye toward reducing poverty and scaling best practices. Ascend is
committed to continuing to learn, partner, and provide resources and connections to organizations throughout the
state as they explore approaches that put families on a path to opportunity and stability.

