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Birth Center Equity is centering human dignity
and reproductive justice as they make midwifery

care more accessible across the country. NATIONWIDE WHEEIﬁ.LBTEII“I&G

@ LOCATION

THE CHALLENGE THE SOLUTION

Midwifery care can improve Beloved Birth 50 by 50 aspires to increase access to midwifery
birth outcomes, enhance the care for families across the country. Started by Birth Center
patient experience, is cost Equity, whose co-founder Leseliey Welch is an Ascend Fellow,

the national systems-change initiative reimagines birthing care
by shifting a medical system that centers physicians and
hospitals to a beloved birth environment that centers families
and is anchored in the community.

effective, and reduce
inequities.

Yet, in the United States, only

15 percent of families have The Beloved Birth movement’s goal is for 50 percent of
access to this model of care. babies in the U.S. to come into the world with the care of
midwives by 2050.

Six Levers for State Policy Change
4 1 0/ > Finance Midwifery: Make it a top public/private priority.
0 > Grow Birth Centers: Expand facilities that center this model.
Midwifery care can avert 41% » Strengthen the Workforce: Resource midwives as the

of maternal deaths, as well as backbone of care.

26% of stillbirths, and 39% of . o ;
onzclmalt;| Ze:,[:hs. : ? Integrate Care: Standardize midwifery across all birth

settings.

¥ Advance Policy: Pass regulations that support
widespread access.

¥ Shift Culture: Harness the power of culture, narrative,
and story to grow demand for and access to midwifery.
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DESIGNED WITH FAMILIES FAMILIES WITH ACCESS TO MIDWIFERY CARE
15% 50%

By inviting families into a shared narrative of
abundant love and dignity, Beloved Birth 50 by
50 is shifting the culture of birth to a natural

process where parents feel safe, heard, and
cared for. TODAY BY 2050

ACCELERATING THE SOLUTION

The Birth Center Equity Network currently has nearly
60 centers spanning 26 states, Washington D.C.,
Puerto Rico, and Mexico, but the Beloved Birth 50
by 50 strategy will touch every state in the country.
Achieving midwifery care for 50 percent of U.S.
births will ultimately affect more than 4 million births.

KEY TAKEAWAYS > We must increase access to midwifery care. Only

15% of births have access to midwifery care; the

initiative's goal is for 50% of births to have access by
2 Birth is not a problem to solve. It is a safe, joyful 2050.

family milestone.

> Midwifery is life-saving. Midwifery care can avert 41% To Lgarn More, please contact:
of maternal deaths, 26% of stillbirths, and 39% of Lgselley Welch, C}EO & Co-Founder,
neonatal deaths. Birth Center Equity

leseliey@birthcenterequity.org

WHAT IS
FORWARD WITH FAMILIES?

Forward With Families is a nationwide initiative powered by
Ascend at the Aspen Institute to amplify programs, policies,

and initiatives that make life affordable, economic mobility
possible, and security attainable for every family in America. By
lifting up what's already working across the Ascend Community,
Forward With Families drives leaders at every level to act on
solutions proven to ensure resources go farthest for the children
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